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Counseling Department
Link: Counseling Department

Tiffani Gieck
Email: tigieck@rjuhsd.us 
Phone: (916) 786-8676 ext. 5117

Navjot Singh
Email: nsingh@rjuhsd.us   
Phone: (916) 786-8676 ext. 5129

Paul Stordahl
Email: pstordahl@rjuhsd.us
Phone: (916) 786-8676 ext. 5118

Holly Minor
Email: hminor@rjuhsd.us
Phone: (916) 786-8676 ext. 5130

Tasman Nicolodi
Email: tnicolodi@rjuhsd.us
Phone: (916) 786-8676 ext. 5119

Janice Lucas
Special Services Program Director (RSP and
SDC)
Email: jlucas@rjuhsd.us
Phone: (916) 786-8676  ext 5842

Find DIRECTIONS and CONNECTIONS with these remarkable resources on the counseling
webpage:

● School profile
● Frequently Asked Questions with

Answers
● Academic Resources
● Community Resources
● Study Skills

● Test-taking strategies
● Personality tests
● College searches
● Career Inventories and Much, Much,

More!!!

College & Career Center
Link: College & Career Center
Teri Keeney
Email: tkeeney@rjuhsd.us 
(916) 786-8676 ext. 5111

● Live Virtual College Visits
● RJUHSD Virtual College Fairs
● Vocational Schools
● Internship & Summer Opportunities
● College Application & Financial Aid

help

● ACT/SAT PSAT Testing 
● Scholarships
● Work Permit Information
● Military
● Career Exploration/Aptitude Testing
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Community College

Mid- Year Grad Applicant
Workshop

10/04/2021 11:15am – 12:30pm

Next Steps Workshop 10/18/2021 11:15am – 12:30pm
Spring 2022 Registration Prep 10/25/2021 11:15am – 12:30pm

Application Workshop 11/08/2021 11:15am – 12:30pm
Spring 2022 Promise Priority

Registration
11/15/2021 8am

Office Hours 12/06/2021 10:30am-12pm

Community Colleges in our area:
1. Sierra College (Local)
2. American River College
3. Folsom Lake College

4. Sacramento City College
5. Cosumnes River College

California Community Colleges Application: cccapply.org

Applications open:  October 1

ARE YOU GOING TO A COMMUNITY COLLEGE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL?
GREAT CHOICE!! Community colleges award associate (“two year”) degrees and vocational certificates AND
classes that can be transferred to a four-year college or university and applied towards a bachelor’s degree.
Tuition fees are considerably lower than a four-year college.

What is the application process?

Apply: 1. Apply as early as October but no later March for priority registration for the Fall term. This will get you
into the computer system. The application deadline is usually the first week of June. Applications are
available online.
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Test: 2. Take the assessment test. AFTER you complete the assessment, you will be given an appointment
for orientation and admission registration. Counselors will assist you in your selection of courses.

Fees: 3. ALL tuition, enrollment, and health fees must be paid at the time of registration (Currently, California
residents receive the first 2 years free under the California Community College Promise Program.  Must
complete the FAFSA and be a full time student to be eligible)

4. YOU must pay for your own books, supplies, and parking.

5. You may want to purchase a college catalog as soon as possible. It contains valuable information on
policies, procedures, course summaries, and descriptions of the variety of resources available to you at
the community college. An extremely wise investment!

6. You should obtain a college catalog from the college that you are considering transferring to as soon
as possible. You will want to know what courses transfer, admission policies for transfer students, etc.,
as well as degree requirements and if any may be completed at the community college level.
Counselors at the community college can assist you with this.

Why should I go to a community college first?

Most high school students start their college education at a community college for the primary reason
that it is significantly cheaper than a four-year college or university. Typically, most high school students
complete the first two years of their college education (i.e. their freshman and sophomore year) at a community
college, and then transfer to a four-year college to complete their bachelor degree requirements. Typically,
those students complete general education classes at a community college. KEEP IN MIND THAT CERTAIN
CLASSES ARE NOT TRANSFERABLE TO SOME FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES (INCLUDING THE UC/CSU
SYSTEM). It would be in your best interest to meet with a counselor at the community college regularly to
make sure the classes you choose are transferable.  To be eligible for the UC TAG (Transfer Agreement
Guarantee), you will need to meet with an academic advisor the beginning of you sophomore year at the
community college.

What is general education?

The general education cores are courses in the arts and sciences that provide students with a broad
educational experience. These courses are typically introductory in nature and provide you with the
fundamental skills and knowledge in areas like mathematics, English, arts, humanities, and physical, biological,
and social sciences. The completion of a general education program is required to earn a bachelor’s degree.
Whether you go to a community college or four-year university first, you’ll be completing your general
education requirements in your first two years.

What do I need to do to receive a bachelor’s degree?

A bachelor’s degree is marked by completion of 4 or more years of full-time education (which is at least
120 semester or 180 quarter units).
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What is a unit?

A unit is based on the number of hours of instruction per week. For example, a course worth 3 units (as
many college courses are) will usually meet three hours per week. These hours might be spread out over three
days a week (like Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00-10:50 am) or two days a week (Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 2:00-3:15 pm) or even in just one day (like Monday evenings from 7:00-9:50 pm). What days
and times you take your classes depends on the courses you need, when they are offered and what fits into
your personal schedule. Full-time students typically take anywhere between 12 and 15 units per semester
(which translates to four or five classes per semester).

What types of classes are offered at a community college?

There are several different types of classes at a community college. Virtually all classes taught at the
community college level are lower division courses. Upper division courses are not offered by community
colleges and are taught at four-year colleges and universities.

What is the difference between lower division and upper division classes?

Lower division courses are those taken during the first two years of college (your freshman and
sophomore year) or within 60 semester units of study towards a bachelor’s degree. Lower division courses are
often taken at a community college and transferred to a four-year college or university. Upper division classes
are designed for the third and fourth year of college (your junior and senior year) and are NOT offered by
community colleges. They often require completion of prerequisite courses, which may be required for your
major.

Sierra College Admissions Process
Application for California Community Colleges: cccapply.org

If you are an Early Grad and plan to attend Sierra College in the Spring 2021 semester, the application for
Spring 2021 is now available! For all other graduates, the Fall 2021 application is available on October 1,
2021.

1. Apply: Complete an online application for admission

Complete an Online Application for Admission to Sierra College. The statewide application is shared among community

colleges throughout California.  

● The email address you enter on your online application will be used for all communication from Sierra College

until your mySierra account has been activated and you receive your official Sierra College email address.

2. Activate your mySierra Student Account: After receipt of your “Welcome to Sierra” email, follow the

mySierra account activation instructions
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You will receive a “Welcome to Sierra” email, which contains your mySierra account activation instructions. This email

will be sent to the email address you entered on your application. If you do not receive your email, please contact the

Hub at (916) 660-7300 for help.

● All students must activate their account in order to have access to online orientation, registration, and to view

their official Sierra College email – Log on to your mySierra account.

3. Submit your Official Transcripts: Send in your official college and high school transcripts

● Submit official transcripts from all accredited colleges and high schools attended.

● Send official electronic transcripts to: transcripts@sierracollege.edu

● Mail sealed official transcripts to:  Sierra College

Attn: Admissions and Records

5000 Rocklin Road

Rocklin, CA 95677

4. Online Orientation: Complete an online orientation

● Log on to your mySierra account, and click on the ‘Online Orientation Part I’ link inside the ‘New to Sierra?’ box

on the mySierra home tab.

5. Placement/Assessment: Use the Placement/Assessment Tool

All students are required to have placements and/or assessment scores on file. Please use the online

Placement/Assessment Tool to see if you are required to take the assessment test. Many classes, like English and Math,

have prerequisites that must be satisfied prior to registration. Visit the Assessment page to learn more.

● If you must assess, use the Online Assessment Appointment System (Rocklin campus only) or call the Assessment

Center to make an appointment at (916) 660-7430 for the Rocklin campus

6. Develop a Student Educational Plan (SEP): Schedule an appointment for a counseling

workshop after completing steps 1 through 5

● You must complete steps 1 through 5 prior to scheduling your counseling session. Our trained counselors will

help you develop your first semester Student Education Plan (SEP). Once your student education plan (SEP) has

been created, you can view it online in Degree Works, located in your mySierra account.

● Rocklin Campus: (916) 660-7400
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7. Register Online: Register for classes through your mySierra account

Log on to mySierra and click on the ‘Add or Drop or Withdraw from Classes’ link inside the ‘Registration’ box on the

home page. In preparation we suggest you:

● Check your specific registration date and time, which can be found in the ‘Registration’ box under the

Registration Status link in your mySierra account.

● Prepare a tentative class schedule with the days and times using the Schedule of Classes.

● View our tutorial on how to register and/or add to a waitlist.  

● Check for course pre-requisites and co-requisites.

● Purchase textbooks. 

8. Pay Fees: All fees are due when you register

Please read our Payment Options and Deadlines

Optional Fees: For parking permits and to purchase an Associated Students of Sierra College (ASSC) sticker:

● 1. Login to mySierra
● 2. Go to "Pay Fees" link

● 3. Go to "Credentials" link

If you have any questions or are having difficulty with any of the steps listed above, we can help! Please contact us at The

Hub for assistance or email hub@sierracollege.edu or (916) 660-7300.
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UC and CSU

Application links and deadlines

Application Websites:
California State Universities: Calstateapply.edu

University of California: applyuniversityofcalifornia.edu

Application Deadlines
CSU: Applications Open:  October 1   Applications Due:  November 30, 2021

UC: Applications Open:  November 1   Applications Due:  November 30, 2021

OUT OF STATE & PRIVATE COLLEGES:  Check individual websites for application

type and deadlines

Link - A-G Course List

Link - Quick Reference Guide to UC Admissions

Link - Cal State Admissions Handbook
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College Application Support

Step 1:  Use the following tutorial resources
⬥ CSU application tutorial

• www2.calstate.edu/apply

• www.californiacolleges.edu/#/college (CSU, UC, Community College and Common
Application)

• 2021-22 Cal State Quick Reference Guide

⬥ UC Personal Insight Question tutorial

• Personal insight questions video

• Writing tips

⬥ UC application tutorial

• How to Apply

• Filling out the Application

• 2021-2022 UC Quick Reference Guide to Admissions

Step 2:  If further help is needed the following support is available
UC Support

UC Application Center

Online Application: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

Helpdesk Phone: 800-207-1710       Email: ucinfo@applyUCsupport.net

Help desk hours:   M-F 10am – 6pm – closed on weekends
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November & December Support Hours:

Nov. 1-21: Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. PST
Nov. 22-24: 8 a.m. - 11 p.m. PST
Nov. 26-27: 8 a.m. - 11 p.m. PST
Nov. 28-30: 8 a.m. - midnight PST
Dec. 1: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. PST
Dec. 2-3: 8 a.m. - 11 p.m. PST
Dec. 4: 8 a.m. - midnight PST
Dec. 5: 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. PST

Closed on the following holidays:

Nov. 25, Dec. 25 & Jan. 1

CSU Support

Cal State Apply Customer Service: 857-304-2087

email: calstateapply@liaisoncas.com

On-campus GBHS support for UC and CSU application

UC and CSU application support for students is available on the following days and times located in the
Granite Room/Administration building:

Monday, September 27, 2021 2:45 - 3:30 pm
Monday, October 18, 2021 2:45 - 3:30 pm
Monday, October 25, 2021 2:45 - 3:30 pm
Monday, November 8, 2021 2:45 - 3:30 pm
Monday, November 29, 2021 2:45 - 3:30 pm

On-campus GBHS support for Community College application

Tasman Nicolodi                                             Elvira Covarrubias-Martinez 
Sierra College Transitions Counselor          Sierra College Enrollment Specialist
tnicolodi@sierracollege.edu                         ecovarrubias@sierracollege.edu
(916) 786-8676 x5119                                    (916) 581-2473

Sierra College Support @ GBHS

Mid- Year Grad Applicant Workshop 10/04/2021 11:15am – 12:30pm

Next Steps Workshop 10/18/2021 11:15am – 12:30pm

Spring 2022 Registration Prep 10/25/2021 11:15am – 12:30pm

Application Workshop 11/08/2021 11:15am – 12:30pm
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Spring 2022 Promise Priority

Registration

11/15/2021 8am

Office Hours 12/06/2021 10:30am-12pm
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GBHS:  College Application Tips in the Senior Year
HANDLING COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

APPLICATION DEADLINES:

■ Keep a spreadsheet so that you don’t miss CRITICAL due dates.

■ Remind your student to check their email and college portals twice a week after submitting their applications.

Make sure they establish a ‘clean’ email (e.g. smithjj@yahoo.com) for college and financial aid purposes.

SENDING TEST SCORES:

■ Send SAT/ACT scores “officially” from www.actstudent.org or http://sat.collegeboard.org. Putting the scores on

the application is NOT officially sending them nor are scores on the transcript considered official.  If schools are

“test-optional”, you do not need to send in official scores to the school.

TRANSCRIPTS:

■ UC’s & CSU’s – Transcripts are not sent with initial application. Grades are self reported.

■ Common Application – Counselors will submit official initial transcript on student’s behalf.

■ Hard Copy or electronic copies –these are being handled by a vendor we have contracted with, which is

Parchment.  Information is on the GBHS website, under Quick Links, on left side.  Cost is about $5.00 each.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION:

■ UC’s & CSU’s – No letters are needed.

If a college does not ask for them, do not submit them, they will not be considered.

COMMON UC/CSU APPLICATION ISSUES

■ Failure to note the proper program and schedule

■ Note:  Block program with a Semester schedule is correct (do not choose quarter!)

■ Confusion on how to list fall and spring grades when most of our courses are either taught in the fall or the

spring.

■ Follow this guide. The first grade on the transcript for a course should always be listed as the fall grade

and the second grade should always be listed as the spring grade

■ Confusion on how to list 12th grade courses that only have one grade (i.e. AP Govt, Econ., AP Micro-Economics,

AP Macro-Economics, etc.)

■ Yearlong courses (AP Govt/AP Micro-Econ/AP Macro-Econ/Law & Justice)

■ AP Govt/AP Micro-Econ are both currently in play as fall courses

■ First semester should be listed as “in progress” and second semester should be listed as

“no course”
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■ AP Macro-Econ/Law & Justice will be taught in the spring

■ First semester for AP Macro-Econ should be listed as “no course” and second semester

should be listed as “planned”

■ Since Law and Justice is not a UC approved course you should not list this course on your

UC or CSU application

■ Fall courses (AP Govt/Econ. or Govt/Econ.)

■ AP Govt. and Govt. should be listed as “in progress” for semester one and “no course” for

semester two.

***note: if you happen to be one of those that has Econ. before Govt. then you would list Econ.

as “in progress” for semester one and “no course” for semester two.

■ Economics should be listed as “no course” for semester one and “planned” for semester two.

***note: if you happen to have Econ. before Govt. then for Govt. you would list “no course” for

semester one and “planned” for semester two.

■ Spring courses (AP Govt/Econ or Govt/Econ)

■ AP Government and Government should be listed as “planned” for semester one and “no

course” for semester two.

***note: if you happen to be one of those that has Econ. before Govt. then you would list Econ.

as “planned” for semester one and “no course” for semester two.

■ Economics should be listed as “no course” for semester one and “planned” for semester two.

***note: if you happen to have Econ. before Govt. then for Govt. you would list “no course” for

semester one and “planned” for semester two.
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Admission Profile Averages
2020 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA FALL FRESHMEN

This is a snapshot of the admitted freshmen for the years indicated.  Please be cautious in drawing conclusions from this
information. Use it as a general guide to selectivity and not as a predictor of your chance for admission.

UC’s                         GPA      SAT I (1600)   ACT      Admit Rate

UC Berkeley             4.22                 1430        32          17.5% 
UC Davis                  4.11                 1360        30 46.6%  
UC Irvine                  4.11                 1395         31      29.9%
UCLA                       4.25                 1450        33          14.4%  
UC Merced                3.68                 1120        23  85.4%
UC Riverside            3.88                 1245         26          66.2%
UC San Diego           4.16                 1415        32        38.3%
UC Santa Barbara      4.15                 1405        31      36.9%
UC Santa Cruz          3.94                 1305        28          65.2%
*Data from University of California Admissions

2018 CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY FALL FRESHMEN

CSU’s                       GPA                SAT I (1600)     ACT
Bakersfield                3.20                    912 19
Cal Maritime Academy   3.55                 1200 25 
Cal Poly Pomona         3.50                 1130          24
Cal Poly SLO           4.12                 1407          30
Channel Islands              3.22                 1028  21
Chico                        3.45                 1032          22
Dominguez Hills          3.10                   900          18
East Bay                   3.10                   900          19 
Fresno                    3.25                 990          19 
Fullerton                   3.58                 1022  22
Humboldt                3.25                 1080  21
Long Beach                 3.50                 1130           23  
Los Angeles               3.46               1053          20.5
Monterey Bay           3.33                        1100  23
Northridge                  3.20                   990  20 
Sacramento                3.25                 1040  20
San Bernadino           3.20                  1000          19
San Diego                  3.93                 1264          27
San Francisco            3.25               1050          21
San Jose                3.35                 1082  23
San Marcos               3.38                1088 22
Sonoma State     3.20                 1020 22
Stanislaus              3.30                   997  20
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Data from CSU Campus Profiles; Admissions                                   9/28/2021

UC Freshman Application
Fall 2020 Data CA Resident

This quick glance at Campus Application Data on freshmen is intended for use by California high school counselors

in  advising students to apply. Numbers may change without notice.

Campus Fall 20181 Fall 20191 Fall 20201 Fall 2020

Admit Rate

GPA of middle

25%- 75% of

students

admitted in fall

20202

Middle 25%-75% of

freshmen admitted

in fall 20202

Berkeley
Applications: 51,924 50,148 50,286 20% 4.14- 4.30 ACT: 27 - 34

SAT: 1280 - 1510

A-G Courses: 46 - 55

Honors Courses: 17 - 26

Admits: 8,761 9,336 10,143

Enrolls: 4,306 4,634 4,530

Davis
Applications: 56,747 55,375 54,635 40% 4.07 - 4.28 ACT: 25 - 33

SAT: 1190 - 1460

A-G Courses: 45 - 53

Honors Courses: 14 - 22

Admits: 19,416 19,608 21,640

Enrolls: 4,849 4,871 4,790

Irvine Applications: 71,270 70,570 72,475 23% 4.03 - 4.29 ACT: 26 - 34

SAT: 1250 - 1480

A-G Courses: 45 - 53

Honors Courses: 14 - 24

Admits: 17,901 14,995 16,478

Enrolls: 4,538 4,712 4,523

Los

Angeles

Applications: 71,570 69,613 67,942 14% 4.21 - 4.32 ACT:29 - 35

SAT: 1300 - 1530

A-G Courses: 46 - 55

Honors Courses: 18 - 26

Admits: 8,726 8,354 9,205

Enrolls: 4,367 4,433 4,789

Merced
Applications: 23,445 23,467 23,746 87% 3.39 - 3.96 ACT: 18 - 26

SAT: 980 - 1240

A-G Courses: 43 - 50

Honors Courses: 6 - 16

Admits: 15,826 17,256 20,727

Enrolls: 2,202 2,091 1,941

Riverside
Applications: 43,954 43,148 43,210 65% 3.68 - 4.12 ACT: 21 - 31

SAT: 1110 - 1360

A-G Courses: 44 - 51

Honors Courses: 10 - 20

Admits: 22,072 24,219 28,113

Enrolls: 4,362 4,588 4,703

San

Diego

Applications: 65,735 66,056 66,399 33% 4.11 - 4.29 ACT: 27 - 34

SAT: 1280 - 1500

A-G Courses: 46 - 54

Honors Courses: 16 - 24

Admits: 17,426 17,849 21,898

Enrolls: 5,123 4,359 4,753
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Santa

Barbara

Applications: 66,652 65,817 63,351 35% 4.08 - 4.29 ACT: 27 - 34

SAT: 1260 - 1490

A-G Courses: 45 - 53

Honors Courses: 15 - 23

Admits: 19,714 17,689 22,356

Enrolls: 3,991 3,636 4,014

Santa

Cruz

Applications: 45,854 44,311 43,927 61% 3.76 - 4.18 ACT: 24 - 32

SAT: 1160 - 1420

A-G Courses: 45 - 52

Honors Courses: 11 - 20

Admits: 18,657 19,989 26,971

Enrolls: 3,017 3,024 3,929

1 Source: University of California, Office of the President, Student Affairs, Undergraduate Admissions. Data for

applications, admits, and enrolls are from the UC System, Information Center

2 Data for Fall 2020 academic indicators are a snapshot as of 6/23/20. SAT Evidence Based Reading & Writing and SAT Math
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Preliminary Data Findings
Data are Subject to Change

Table 1.1
University of California

FRESHMAN Applications by Campus and Residency
Fall 2019, 2020 and 2021

Number of Applications

2019                                  2020                                     2021

Universitywid
e(unduplicated
counts)

California
Out-of-State
International
Total

115,862                            113,339                                 128,128
32,895                              31,991                                  46,126
27,773 26,769 29,446

176,530                             172,099 203,700

Berkeley California
Out-of-State
International
Total

50,123                         50,223                                       62,169
20,193                         20,659                                       29,629
17,037 17,144 21,022
87,353                         88,026                                      112,820

Davis California
Out-of-State
International
Total

55,339                          54,570                                 60,941
6,180                            6,505                                   9,505

16,544 15,798 16,672
78,063                          76,873                                  87,118

Irvine California
Out-of-State
International
Total

70,540                          72,391                                  77,995
6,913                            8,000                                  11,676

18,103 17,525 18,268
95,556                          97,916                                107,939

Los Angeles California
Out-of-State
International
Total

69,558                          67,877                                  84,148
23,023                          23,016                                  33,383
18,685 17,944 21,932
111,266                        108,837                                139,463

Merced California
Out-of-State
International
Total

22,614                           22,244                                  22,509
485                                598                                    1,102

1,373 1,534 1,847
24,472                           24,376                                   25,458

Riverside California
Out-of-State
International
Total

43,117                          43,151                                   45,290
1,351                            1,473                                     2,412
4,752 4,628 4,861

49,220                          49,252                                   52,563

San Diego California
Out-of-State
International
Total

66,041                          66,350                                   76,380
13,176                          14,364                                   20,811
19,895 19,320 21,169
99,112                         100,034 118,360
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Santa Barbara California
Out-of-State
International
Total

65,784                            63,269                                71,209
10,535                            10,988                                16,829
17,104 16,690 17,602
93,423                            90,947                              105,640

Santa Cruz California
Out-of-State
International
Total

44,354                             43,893                                49,183
3,519                               3,897                                  6,287
7,660 7,213 6,238

55,533                             55,003                                 61,708

SOURCE: University of California Office of the President, Graduate, Undergraduate and Equity Affairs, Admissions,  applyUC 01/07/19, 01/06/20
and 01/11/21.
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The Common Application
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The Coalition Application
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The Common Application
Common Application: Commonapp.org

Getting started with the Common Application: Getting Started

What is the Common App?

Common App Application Dictionary

COMMON APPLICATION FAQ’s

What is the Common Application and will I need it?

Answer: The Common Application is very much like what is says.  It is an application that is common to OVER 900

colleges that have agreed to accept it for admissions purposes.  If students are applying to more than one of these

schools it can greatly cut down on the amount of work needed in applying – very cool!

How do I know which colleges accept the Common Application?

Answer: Check the following website as it will inform as to those colleges that accept its use. There are currently near

900 colleges that use it. https://www.commonapp.org/search-colleges

HANDLING THE COMMON APPLICATION

In most cases the Common Application requires a letter of recommendation from one or two teachers and potentially

your high school counselor. To expedite this process please pay attention to the following.

#1 Make sure you are COMMITTED to completing and sending the Common Application.  Remember that you are relying

on recommenders to do significant work on your behalf and if there is no follow through then you have wasted their

valuable time.

#2 If committed to sending the Common Application, be sure to obtain a verbal commitment from your recommenders

ASAP.

#3 Be sure to complete profile information (i.e. brag sheet, resume, etc.) and get that information to recommenders

ASAP.  Be sure to provide a minimum of TWO WEEKS advance notice before recommendation is due.

#4 As soon as you have a verbal agreement from your recommender(s), be sure to go into the Common Application and

do the following. DO NOT WAIT TO DO THIS! You do not have to complete the rest of the application to do this piece.

Don’t keep your recommenders waiting!

■ Click on “School Forms”
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■ Complete the FERPA section waiving rights to access of info

■ Click “Recommenders” and complete this section carefully, making sure that names and email addresses

are all correct.  Incorrect emails or names will prevent student information from showing in the

teacher/counselor account.  Completing this section will result in an email invitation being sent to each

recommender enabling them to complete their tasks electronically.
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The Coalition Application

The Coalition Application: coalitionforcollegeaccess.org

List of schools accepting the Coalition Application

Why and How to Create an account with Coalition

FAQ

The coalition is made up of more than 150 distinguished and diverse public and private colleges and
universities across the United States.  You may be able to engage in the college application process
early and easily.

The Coalition  is comprised of:

● Convenient Digital storage locker
● Interactive Collaborative Space
● Application

You can use the application without using the other services available.
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29



30



Letters of

Recommendation

31



32



Personal Profile

Last Name: ________________________________ First Name: _______________________________

Intended College Major:__________________________ Career Goal_____________________________

INSTRUCTIONS: Do NOT treat this like a homework assignment where you work to provide responses to every prompt. It

is best to only respond to the prompts that elicit things of significance. If you are struggling to come up with a response,

simply move onto the next one. The target is to provide information of significance to your recommender.

List the Colleges (that require letters of recommendation) and DUE DATES in CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER (Rolling

applications first)

Check if

electronic

File Name of College

Check if using

the Common

Application

Transcript

Only

Postmark Due Date

(Rolling first, then listed in

chronological order)

For office use only

Completed by/Date

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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1. How would you describe yourself to someone who did not know you?

2. Explain any experiences that have profoundly affected your life.

3. If applicable, discuss any extreme hardship situation, special circumstance, or unusual event that has

impacted your high school achievement.

4. What are the personal qualities that make you stand out from the crowd? (consider something special or

unique about you that you would like to have mentioned in the letter) Please explain.

5. What are your academic strengths? (writing, research, problem solving, etc.)

6. What subject in high school did you find most challenging and why?

7. How have you been a leader or displayed leadership?

8. How have you made an impact on the GBHS community and/or your local community?

9. List your work experiences (paid or volunteer) describe your responsibilities.

10. In the spaces below, indicate your extracurricular activities (including athletics, clubs, community service,

etc.), check the years of involvement, and note any awards/honors, leadership positions, etc.

Extracurricular Activity 9th 10th 11th 12th Leadership, Honors, Awards, etc.

11. Please feel free to comment on any of the activities listed above.
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College & Career Center Events
Please check the College & Career Center webpage for updates on College Fairs and Events

Recommended events for SENIORS:

College Fairs
Financial Aid/California Dream Act/FAFSA Workshops

Recommended events for ALL STUDENTS:

Military Academy Night
College Fairs
ASVAB
Financial Aid/California Dream Act/FAFSA Workshops

September Events

College Day Fair
September 21, 2021
Granite Bay High School Quad during both lunches
For ALL Students

UC Week: 09/14-09/17
Private California Week: 09/21-09/24
Out of State Week: 09/28-10/02 
CSU Week: 10/5-10/9

Military Academy Night
September 8, 2021
6 pm
Granite Bay High School
For ALL Students & Parents

Various College Fairs and  Presentations
Virtual
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See the College & Career Center webpage for all fair information

For ALL Students & Parents

October Events

Financial Aid for College

FAFSA and California Dream Act
Workshop through Sierra College
October 5, 2021

6 - 7:30 pm

For ALL SENIOR Students & Parents

This workshop is designed to instruct you on how to apply for the various federal and state grant
programs (FAFSA & CADAA), student and parent loan programs, and work-study programs.
During the Workshop, essential information regarding the awarding of  Cal Grants is explained.

ASVAB Career Exploration Assessment
October 20, 2021
Granite Bay High School
For ALL Students

ASVAB CEP helps you figure out what you're good at, what is important to you, and the jobs that
match your skills and interests. After you take the test, you will participate in a series of  activities to
help you understand your scores, yourself, and your options.

Spring Events Pending
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GBHS College Visits
Fall 2021 Speakers

Most visits are in person and a few are virtual.  Sign up at bit.ly/2021fallcollege or on the College & Career Center

webpage.

GBHS Virtual College Visits Fall 2021

Appt Type Appt Date Appt

Start

College City State

In-Person 8/24/2021 2:00pm Washington State University Pullman WA

In-Person 8/25/2021 2:00pm Grand Canyon University-Traditional Campus Phoenix AZ

In-Person 9/1/2021 10:00am The University of Arizona Tucson AZ

Virtual 9/2/2021 2:30pm Hawaii Pacific University Honolulu HI

Virtual 9/7/2021 2:30pm University of Georgia Athens GA

In-Person 9/8/2021 9:15am University of Nevada-Reno Reno NV

Virtual 9/8/2021 10:00am Bryant University Smithfield RI

Virtual 9/9/2021 2:30pm Xavier University Cincinnati OH

Virtual 9/9/2021 9:15am University of California-San Diego La Jolla CA

In-Person 9/9/2021 11:00am Colorado Mesa University Grand Junction CO

Virtual 9/13/2021 9:15am University of Connecticut Storrs CT

In-Person 9/13/2021 10:00am Seton Hall University South Orange NJ

Virtual 9/14/2021 2:30pm University of the Pacific Stockton CA

In-Person 9/15/2021 2:00pm William Jessup University Rocklin CA

In-Person 9/15/2021 11:00am Oregon Institute of Technology Klamath Falls OR

In-Person 9/20/2021 2:00pm Portland State University Portland OR

In-Person 9/20/2021 9:15am California Northstate University College of

Health Sciences

Rancho Cordova CA
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In-Person 9/20/2021 11:00am Saint Mary's College of California Moraga CA

In-Person 9/21/2021 2:30pm University of Redlands Redlands CA

In-Person 9/22/2021 10:00am Occidental College Los Angeles CA

Virtual 9/23/2021 2:30pm Santa Clara University Santa Clara CA

In-Person 9/23/2021 9:15am FIDM-Fashion Institute of Design &

Merchandising-Los Angeles

Los Angeles CA

In-Person 9/23/2021 10:00am Concordia University-Irvine Irvine CA

In-Person 9/27/2021 2:00pm Maryville University of Saint Louis Saint Louis MO

Virtual 9/27/2021 10:00am Northwestern University Evanston IL

Virtual 9/28/2021 2:30pm Soka University of America Aliso Viejo CA

In-Person 9/28/2021 9:15am Seattle University Seattle WA

In-Person 9/28/2021 10:00am University of Portland Portland OR

In-Person 9/28/2021 11:00am University of Utah Salt Lake City UT

Virtual 9/29/2021 9:15am University of Washington-Seattle Campus Seattle WA

In-Person 9/29/2021 10:00am Lafayette College Easton PA

In-Person 9/30/2021 2:00pm California Baptist University Riverside CA

Virtual 9/30/2021 2:30pm Dartmouth College Hanover NH

In-Person 9/30/2021 9:15am Point Loma Nazarene University San Diego CA

In-Person 9/30/2021 10:00am University of Southern California Los Angeles CA

In-Person 9/30/2021 11:00am University of San Francisco San Francisco CA

In-Person 10/4/2021 11:00am DigiPen Institute of Technology Redmond WA

Virtual 10/5/2021 2:30pm Creighton University Omaha NE

Virtual 10/5/2021 9:15am University of California-Santa Barbara Santa Barbara CA

In-Person 10/6/2021 2:00pm Pomona College Claremont CA

In-Person 10/6/2021 10:00am Franklin and Marshall College Lancaster PA

In-Person 10/7/2021 2:00pm Academy of Art University San Francisco CA
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Virtual 10/7/2021 2:30pm St. John's College Santa Fe NM

In-Person 10/8/2021 11:00am Westmont College Santa Barbara CA

Virtual 10/12/2021 2:30pm University of California-Los Angeles Los Angeles CA

In-Person 10/13/2021 10:00am University of Chicago Chicago IL

In-Person 10/13/2021 11:00am George Washington University Washington DC

In-Person 10/14/2021 2:00pm Illinois Institute of Technology Chicago IL

Virtual 10/14/2021 2:30pm St. Lawrence University Canton NY

In-Person 10/14/2021 9:15am Chapman University Orange CA

In-Person 10/14/2021 11:00am Pepperdine University Malibu CA

In-Person 10/18/2021 10:00am Boise State University Boise ID

In-Person 10/19/2021 2:00pm Hillsdale College Hillsdale MI

Virtual 10/20/2021 9:15am Purdue University-Main Campus West Lafayette IN

Virtual 10/21/2021 2:30pm University of California-Irvine Irvine CA

In-Person 10/22/2021 9:15am Gonzaga University Spokane WA

In-Person 10/22/2021 10:00am Baylor University Waco TX

Virtual 10/25/2021 9:15am California State University-Chico Chico CA

In-Person 10/25/2021 11:00am Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-Prescott Prescott AZ

Virtual 10/26/2021 2:30pm Saint Mary's College of California Moraga CA

Virtual 10/28/2021 2:30pm Loyola Marymount University Los Angeles CA

In-Person 10/28/2021 9:15am Willamette University Salem OR

Virtual 11/4/2021 2:30pm Bucknell University Lewisburg PA
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Questions to Ask College Representatives
College reps, as well as college students, admissions counselors, and faculty, genuinely enjoy talking to high school

students.  They like their ideas about their college, and they all appreciate students who have thought about the college

and want to know more than is in the course catalog or on the Web site.  They like thoughtful questions, and their

answers can help you make a good college match.  Ask questions of interest to you in the following categories:

Students

● How would you characterize the majority of students?

● From what economic background are the majority of students?

● Are there clubs, activities, or housing that are minority related?

● What do students like most about the college?  Like least?

● Has the student government made any real contribution to the school?  How do you get into student

government?

● What political, social, or academic issues concerned students last year?  How did the administration react?  What

was the resolution?

Social Life and Campus Activities

● What do students do for fun?

● What is the role of fraternities and sororities on campus?  If I didn’t want to join, could I have a satisfactory social

life?

● What are the dominant social groups on campus?  Do the groups get along with one another?  Have there been

any problems?

● What role do team sports play in the social life of the college?  What happens on football or basketball

weekends?  If I don’t want to join in, would I find kindred spirits?

● Is there a good balance of academics, social life, and extracurricular activities?

● What were the social or cultural highlights last year?

● What is the role of the campus newspaper?

● Is there an alcohol problem and, if so, how is the college handling it?  What is the incidence of binge drinking?

Do students feel safe on campus?

The Community Off Campus

● What is there to do in town?  How would I get there?

● Will I need a car to get around?  Does public transportation (bus) provide easy access to the campus and

community?
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Campus Facilities

Housing and dining

● Is there something I should know about housing that would help me in my choice?

● What are the types of food plans?  All you can eat?  Vegetarian?  Kosher?

● Do you have campus residence halls?

● Do I have to live on campus?

● How and when do I apply?

● When will I know if you have room for me?  Can I choose my roommate?

● When do I have to sign a contract, submit a deposit to confirm my room?

● Is it easy to find a place to live near campus?  What are the cost ranges?

Activity centers and athletic and recreational facilities

● What kind of facilities does the student center have?  Is it a magnet for student activities?  Are there

other hangouts?

● Do you think the college pays attention to its appearance?

● How would you rate the fitness center?

Health, career counseling, special student services, and security

● Is there a doctor, nurse, psychologist, or career counselor on campus?  What is the waiting period for

appointments?

● Is the office for special services adequate to the demand?

● How good is the security on campus?

Library

● What have been student’s experiences with the library?  Have there been complaints?

● Is the library well equipped with computers and copy machines?

Academics and Faculty

● What is distinctive about education here?  What is the educational philosophy of the college?  Has it changed

much in recent years?

● Is the honor code working?  How widespread is cheating?

● What is the most popular major on campus?  Why?
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● Do you think that students are generally enthusiastic about their classes?  Do people talk about their courses

outside of class?

● How would you characterize the academic pressure and workload?

● Are there research possibilities with the faculty?  In what areas?

● What are the strengths and weaknesses of the advising system?

● What is the quality of student and faculty relationships?  Is the faculty interested in and accessible to students

after class?  Do faculty members participate in student activities?

● Are curriculum changes in the works?  How will that affect my college years?

● Are any departments being cut back or discontinued?  If so, why?

● Are any new programs scheduled for the next four years?

How Much Does Your College Cost?

● What are the costs of tuition or registration fees, books and supplies, housing, parking, etc?

● When do I pay those fees?

● Do I have to send in a deposit to confirm my intention to enroll?  How much?  When?

● What are the chances fees will be increased and when will I know?

Is Financial Aid available?

● What kinds of financial assistance are available?

● When and how do I apply for financial aid?  Do I apply for campus scholarships separately?

● How do you determine if I qualify for assistance?

● When will I be notified if I will or will not receive assistance?

● Will financial aid cover my entire need?

● Are there special kinds of assistance for students from certain minorities and other underrepresented groups?

● Is it easy to get a part-time job on campus or in the community?
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Standardized Testing

SAT and ACT

Information and Test
Dates
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Standardized Testing
*Due to Covid-19, many universities are test optional for the Class of
2022.  Be sure to check the university/college’s website for their
updated test policy.

Testing for Admissions
Standardized tests are only one of the many factors which colleges use in making admissions
decisions. Currently, there are only about 27% of colleges that are requiring an SAT or ACT test. For a more
specific update on colleges that do, you can check on this at the following website - www.fairtest.org. Also
note that none of UC’s or CSU’s require or use the SAT or ACT for admission.

GPA and SAT Scores: What do Colleges Expect?

School counselors are often asked: What SAT score and GPA do I need to get into college? That depends.  For
the top 60 or so colleges, i.e., Harvard, Stanford etc., there is no GPA or SAT score that will automatically
qualify you. Almost everyone that applies to those schools has exceptionally high test scores. These colleges
will be looking for something that makes you standout from the applications of other great students. Have you
overcome major obstacles? Have you had significant exposure to multi-cultural experiences? Have you made
unique contributions where you have made a difference? Do you have a special talent? A general rule of thumb
is if you think you meet a competitive school’s academic qualifications, fill out the application and take your
chances.

Always have back-up choices when applying to very competitive colleges such as the “Ivies” and Stanford.
Their rejection rate approaches or exceeds 90% of all qualified applicants.

University of California (UC) Institutions:

The minimum GPA requirement is a 3.0 in academic subjects. This can be misleading. Few students with a
3.14 are admitted. If they are, they have other compelling attributes, talents or accomplishments other than
academics.

To be competitive academically your GPA should be 3.5+. UC Davis had an average GPA for entering freshmen
of 4.11. UCLA was 4.25; UC Berkeley was 4.22. Remember: These are averages not absolute numbers.

Cal Poly SLO’s average GPA for incoming freshmen are comparable to the UC’s: GPA 4.12.

Not all UC campuses are this competitive. UC Merced, for example, has been accepting students that are UC
eligible.
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• UC’s do not require the SAT/ACT and they will not use them in their admissions decisions but they may
choose to use them for placement into Math or English classes.

California State University (CSU) Universities:

California State University campuses (CSU) are more academically accessible than UC schools. A 2.5 GPA is the
minimum GPA to meet eligibility requirements to a CSU, although options are likely to be few. If you have a
3.0 GPA there are many CSU’s you are likely to get into. There are many exceptions. Cal Poly SLO’s average
GPA for incoming freshmen are comparable to the UC’s: GPA 4.12 . If your major is Architecture or
Engineering, entrance difficulty is about the same as the University of California. Most of the CSU's are now
impacted and therefore it is harder to predict what GPA will be needed for acceptance (many have GPA's
above 3.4 ).

You can qualify for a CSU if you have less than a 2.5 GPA but there is no guarantee of admission without at
least a 2.5 GPA. CSU’s will consider you with a GPA between a 2.0 and 2.49.

• CSU’s do not require the SAT/ACT and they will not use them in their admissions decisions but they may
choose to use them for placement into Math or English classes.

Private Universities:

Their entrance requirements can vary a great deal. By-and-large their qualifying numbers are similar to UC
standards. Some, such as Stanford have GPA’s that are much higher than the UC system.  Others, such as
University of the Pacific are slightly lower than the average UC standard.  Consult a college information book
such as Peterson’s or Barron’s to find out more about those school’s average GPA and SAT scores and which
tests are required.

Out-of-State Universities:

The entrance requirements of out-of-state universities, i.e., University of Oregon and the University of
Washington, similarly correspond to California’s UC’s. Out-of-state state universities, i.e., Arizona State
University and the Washington State University, similarly correspond to California state universities (CSU
system), though they seem a little more competitive. Consult a college information book for more details.

Remember again: the numbers referred to in this section are average numbers. These numbers do not
automatically get you accepted, and if you do not meet them then you are not automatically rejected. As a
general rule-of-thumb: if you meet the minimum academic qualifications and you really want to go to a
particular college - apply.  However, be realistic about your chances and always have back-up choices.
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Types of Standardized Tests Relevant to College Admission:

PSAT: The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) should be taken in the fall of the junior year. This test
is important for two reasons. First, it serves as a warm-up for the SAT and second, the results of the test are
used to determine National Merit Scholars. You may take the test in either the 9th, 10th or 11th grade, but the
results of the 11th grade test are used for National Merit Scholar determination. It is only offered one time per
year, in October.

SAT Reasoning Test (SAT): The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) is offered seven times per year.  The most
commonly accepted time to take the test is during the spring of your junior year.

• The SAT Reasoning Test is divided into Evidence Based Reading and Writing, and Math. The highest

score on each is 800, with a total possible perfect score of 1600.

However, you may take it as many times as you want and, generally speaking, most colleges and universities
(that still require an SAT test) take the highest composite score you achieve in each of the two sub-tests.
Some colleges, however, take the highest score from a single test date sitting. This means you cannot combine
your highest Evidence Based Reading and Writing score with your highest mathematics and scores, from
different test dates, in a composite score.

ACT Test: The American College Test (ACT) is a combination test of English usage, reading, mathematics and
science.  It can be used in lieu of the SAT and is accepted universally, by all colleges and universities. Some
students perform better on the ACT than the SAT and it is a viable alternative to consider.  It is offered six
times per year.

AP Tests: Advanced Placement (AP) tests are offered in a variety of subjects and are typically taken at the
conclusion of completing an Advanced Placement course.  The exams are scored on a 1-5 scoring basis with
“5” being the highest score. One semester of college credit is typically given if a student scores a “3” or higher
on an AP exam. Some colleges and universities now only give credit if you score “4” or “5” on the exam. You
need to check the requirements of each institution to determine their specific criterion for college credit on an
AP exam.
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2021 SAT & ACT Test Dates and timelines
Registration Links:
SAT - CollegeBoard.org

ACT - ACT.org

SAT
Administration

Date

Registration
Deadline

Late Registration
Deadline

Anticipated Multiple Choice
Score Release

October 2, 2021 September 3,
2021 September 21, 2021 October 15, 2021

November 6, 2021 October 6, 2021 October 26, 2021 November 19, 2021

December 4, 2021 November 4, 2021 November 23, 2021 December 17, 2021

ACT Test Dates
Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration

Deadline
Likely Multiple Choice Score
Release

October 23, 2021 9/19/2021 10/3/21 11/2 - 11/16, 2021
December 11, 2021 11/5/2021 11/19/2021 12/21,2021 - 1/4/2022
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STEPS TO FINANCIAL AID
� FAFSA = Free Application for Federal Student Aid

� CADAA = California Dream Act Application

� CSS Profile = The CSS Profile is an online application that collects information used by

nearly 400 colleges and scholarship programs to award non-federal aid

� Scholarships = Visit the Scholarship site for links to various scholarships.  The RJUHSD

Local Scholarship Program opens February 1st.

� Loans –

o Subsidized: These loans do not accrue interest while you are in school at least half-time or

during deferment periods.  Eligibility is determined by cost of attendance minus other financial

aid.  Borrow is responsible for paying back loan amount.

o Unsubsidized: Interest is charged during in-school, deferment, and grace periods.  Eligibility is

determined by cost of attendance minus other financial aid.  Borrow is responsible for paying

back loan amount.

� STEPS FOR FINANCIAL AID

1. File a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) or CADAA (California Dream Act Application)

as early as October and no later than February of your senior year. This establishes your eligibility

for grants and loans from the federal and state government. Your eligibility for this money is based

primarily on your parent’s income and assets.  The official application website is www.fafsa.ed.gov

or CADAA dream.csac.ca.gov

2. In some cases, a college may require the CSS Profile for non-federal aid. CSS Profile

3. Use the Website www.finaid.org to find information about scholarships. The “FastWeb” is the best

free scholarship search. Cross reference with “Fund Finder,” SRN Express, and CollegeNET MACH 25.

All can be accessed from the “finaid” website.

4. Check the website of the college you are applying to for scholarships. Also, contact the financial aid

office. Have them send you information on scholarships for incoming freshmen as well as financial

aid information pertaining to that school.

5. Have your parents check at their place of employment and church for possible scholarship

opportunities.

6. Make sure to check with the College & Career Center in December of your senior year regarding the

Cal Grant process. The school automatically, electronically sends your GPA information to the

California Student Aid Commission.

7. Apply for scholarships made available by people and organizations in the community.
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Helpful Web-Sites
College Information

www.universityofcalifornia.edu Information on each of the UC campuses, application information, web sites.

www2.calstate.edu:  Information on each of the CSU campuses, application information, website connections,

undergraduate admission test requirements.

www.princetonreview.com:  Access all colleges in the U.S. Click on “Careers and Majors” to take a 5 minute career quiz.

www.cccco.edu:  Information on all of California’s community colleges.

http://sat.collegeboard.org Information on colleges, majors & career profiles.

www.aiccu.edu:  The Association of Independent California Colleges and Universities helps students, families, counselors,

and member institutions research and understand private, nonprofit higher education in California.

www.californiacolleges.edu Includes career self-assessment, high school planner for CSU campuses, UC campuses, and

college profiles.

www.petersons.com:  Information on college search and selection, test preparation, and financial aid. Petersons offers

online services for essay editing and instruction.

www.campustours.com:  college sites with virtual tours.

www.assist.org The primary system community colleges use to help students establish appropriate paths to transferring

to UC/CSU campuses. Find detailed information on majors at each campus.

http://www.payscale.com/college-salary-report This website features salaries after college allowing you to search

different majors and colleges.

http://uncw.edu/career/WhatCanIDoWithaMajorIn.html Exploring your major.

Testing Tips and Information

All of the following offer free test prep information.

http://sat.collegeboard.org

www.actstudent.org

www.number2.com

www.khanacademy.org

Financial Aid

www.fafsa.ed.gov:  Apply on-line for a variety of grant programs.
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www.dream.csac.ca.gov. Completion of the California Dream Act Application is required to determine financial aid for

California AB540 eligible students.

www.finaid.org:  Still the best overall web site for student aid information and free scholarship searches.

www.fastweb.com:  Free scholarship search.

www.csac.ca.gov:  Information relevant to the State of California, financial aid checklists, etc.

www.ecmc.org:  Useful site for financial aid planning and tips.

www.salliemae.com Financial Aid 101.

www.goingmerry.com – Scholarship Matching

Careers

http://online.onetcenter.org – Overall career information.

https://www.bls.gov/ Online version of Occupational Handbook. Career search & information.

http://www.cacareerzone.org (State of California) Research careers, salaries, and living in California.

www.CaliforniaCareers.info Career search and information.

http://www.payscale.com/college-salary-report This website features salaries after college allowing you to search

different majors and colleges.

http://www.onetonline.org Career Map

www.careeronestop.org – Sponsored by U.S. Dept. of Labor explore careers and education options

https://roadtripnation.com/ - Road Trip Nation chronicles journeys of self-discovery in a free-spirited, adventurous series

that encourages people all across the globe to move outside their comfort zones and explore the world.

www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov – State of California EDD Labor market information, plus occupational guides, current

earnings/needs/growth by area

NCAA

www.eligibilitycenter.org – Information on college athletic eligibility.

Comprehensive Resource

www.careergps.com - CareerGPS.com is a comprehensive, web based resource containing a listing of the public and

private sector education and training providers, and their program information, in the Sacramento region. CareerGPS

effectively replaces the Occupational Outlook and Training Directory for the Sacramento region (SETA)

10/19/2020
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High School Course Requirements (“a-g” courses)

The CSU requires a minimum 15-unit pattern of courses for admission as a first-time freshman. Each unit is equal to a

year of study in a subject area. A grade of C or better is required for each course you use to meet any subject

requirement.

Area Subject Years
a. History and Social Science (including 1 year of U.S. history or 1 semester of

U.S. history and 1 semester of civics or American government AND 1 year of
social science)

2

b. English (4 years of college preparatory English composition and literature) 4
c. Math (4 years recommended) including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, or

higher mathematics (take one each year)
3

d. Laboratory Science (including 1 biological science and 1 physical science) 2
e. Language Other Than English (2 years of the same language; American Sign

Language is applicable - See below about a possible waiver of this
requirement)

2

f.
g.

Visual and Performing Arts (dance, drama or theater, music, or visual art)
College Preparatory Elective (additional year chosen from the University of
California "a-g" list

1

1

Total Required Courses 15

There are career and technical education (CTE) courses that can be used to meet any of the subject area requirements

listed above. Please refer to the University of California’s Course List Search for the entire listing of approved courses.

WAIVER OF "LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH" REQUIREMENT
If you can demonstrate competency in a language other than English that is equivalent to or higher than that expected of

students who have completed two years of language other than English study, you may be allowed a waiver for this

language requirement. For further information, contact the CSU campuses to which you are applying.

HOW TO MAKE UP MISSING COURSES
If you didn't take all the required high school courses or earned D or F grades in some of them, you have several options

to make up these courses and qualify for CSU admission.

You can complete appropriate high school courses with a grade of C or better either in summer school or in adult school.

Courses in this category must be those found on the high school or adult school UC "a-g" course lists. Some adult schools

may not have “a-g” course lists.

http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/


You may also complete college courses with a grade of C or better in the missing subject areas. Finally, you can earn an

acceptable score on examinations such as the SAT subject examinations, Advanced Placement (AP) examinations, or

International Baccalaureate examinations.

If you are unable or do not choose to make up your subject deficiency, you may earn at least 60 units, including 30

semester units of general education from a California Community College or other college and transfer as an

upper-division transfer student, where only your college performance is considered for admission.

ADMISSIONS APPEALS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
All students must be able to meet the academic, accreditation and technical standards required for admission or

participation in their chosen program of study. Students with disabilities, therefore, are not excused from course

prerequisites, GPA requirements or degree requirements. However, in some limited circumstances, substitution of course

requirements based on a documented disability may be appropriate.

Such substitutions are granted only when it is clear that the student’s disability makes completion of the requirement(s)

impossible and when the course in question is not a fundamental element of the curriculum. A course substitution

means that the credit hours for the course are met through an alternate course. A course substitution may not alter or

reduce the number of credits needed for degree completion or create a fundamental alteration in the program of study.

Students should visit their campus’s admissions website for the process to appeal an admission denial when the

student’s disability directly impacts their ability to complete an admission requirement.

Grades in "a-g" Courses and Test Scores

The grades you earn in high school are the most important factor in CSU admission decisions. Your high school grade

point average is calculated using your grades in all your college prep "a-g" classes completed after the 9th grade.

Go to the Eligibility Index to determine your CSU GPA .

Even if you have a GPA above 3.00, it is useful to take either an SAT or ACT as the score may indicate if you do not need to

take English and math placement tests after you are admitted and before you enroll at the CSU.

While SAT/ACT test scores are not required to establish the admission eligibility of California residents with a high

school GPA of 3.00 or above (for nonresidents GPA must be 3.61 or above), impacted campuses and impacted

first-time freshmen enrollment categories often include test scores among the supplemental criteria required of all

applicants to those campuses and enrollment categories. Remember, some campuses have higher standards for

particular majors or for students who live outside the local campus area.

WHICH TEST SHOULD I TAKE?

Although campuses are test optional, test are not required but recommended.  Scores may be used for english and math

placement as well as qualify you for some department scholarships.  CSU campuses use either the ACT or the SAT.

Below are some differences between the ACT and SAT. Speak to your high school counselor to determine which test

would be a better measure of your strengths and readiness for college classes.

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/eligibility-index
https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/eligibility-index
https://www2.calstate.edu/pages/impactionsearch.aspx


ACT
The ACT covers four areas: English, mathematics, reading and science. The ACT composite score is used for admission to

the CSU. The ACT also offers, as an option, the Writing Test. The CSU does not require the score from the Writing Test for

admission purposes.

For more information about the ACT and to register for the test and send scores, go to www.act.org.

If you list a CSU campus as an ACT score report recipient, your test scores will be sent to all campuses to which you

submit an application.

SAT
The SAT currently consists of two main sections: Evidence-Based Reading and Writing and Math. Scores from

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing and Math are combined and used for admission to the CSU. Scores from the Writing

section will not be used for admission purposes to the CSU.

CSU campuses will accept old and current SAT scores for admission through 2020. Applicants may submit scores from

either test.

Visit Collegeboard.org to learn more about the SAT tests and to register online to take the SAT test.

Once you’ve taken the SAT test, you should list the Cal State Apply institution code, so that Cal State Apply can store your

scores for any CSU campus to retrieve. The Cal State Apply institution code for the SAT is 3594.

Graduation from High School

For admission to the CSU, graduation from high school and receipt of a high school diploma are admission requirements.

For most CSU freshman applicants, the other basic admission requirements — high school coursework and grades and

test scores — should be the focus of your attention.

GRADUATION OPTIONS
It's always best to stay in high school to receive your high school diploma. Sometimes, though, that’s just not possible to

do. There are options for completing the equivalent of a high school diploma. So if you cannot earn your diploma,

consider the General Education Development program (GED), High School Equivalency (HiSET), or Test Assessing

Secondary Completion (TASC) exams. These are examinations that, upon successful completion, offer the equivalent of a

high school diploma.

Remember that completing any of these exams does not eliminate the high school course requirements or the
grades and test requirements.

HONORS COURSES
The CSU assigns extra points for up to eight semesters of approved honors level, International Baccalaureate (IB) and

Advanced Placement (AP) courses taken in the last three years of high school: A=5 points, B=4 points, C=3 points.

No more than two approved honors level courses taken in the 10th grade may be given extra points. A grade of D in an

honors IB or Advanced Placement course does not earn extra points.

Approved high school honors level courses means that the courses are identified as honors level on your official high

school “a-g” course list. You can find your school's course list at the University of California’s Course List Search.

Extra points are also awarded for college courses used to meet CSU "a-g" requirements. However, no more than eight (8)

extra points may be awarded to any one applicant.

http://www.act.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/gd/gedtest.asp
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/


The Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)

The Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) is designed to improve access and retention of historically low-income and

educationally disadvantaged students. The program provides admission and academic assistance to EOP-eligible

undergraduate students. In many cases, the program also offers financial assistance to eligible students. Campuses tailor

their programs to accommodate the needs of their student population.

Every CSU campus has an EOP for low-income undergraduate students who are California residents or qualify for an

AB540 non-resident tuition exemption and are disadvantaged because of their economic and educational backgrounds

EOP accepts students who do not meet regular admission criteria, as well as those who qualify for regular admission. Be

sure to indicate on the undergraduate application for admission if you are applying through EOP and ensure you

complete the supplemental EOP Application along with the two letters of recommendation by the deadline determined

by the campus.

Note: The criteria for acceptance to the EOP program at the CSU are more restrictive than those of the
Extended Opportunity Program & Services (EOP&S) program at California Community Colleges. Therefore,
you may not be accepted to an EOP program at the CSU even though you may be an EOP&S student at a
California Community College.

More information about the EOP program is available at Calstate.edu.

http://www.calstate.edu/sas/eop/contacts/
http://www.calstate.edu/sas/residency/documents/AB540_AB2000_Form.pdf
http://www.calstate.edu/sas/residency/documents/AB540_AB2000_Form.pdf
http://www.calstate.edu/SAS/eop/

